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PARCUM, museum of dialogue for religion, art and 
culture 
• Museum of dialogue on religion, art and culture 

• Interaction between contemporary (global) themes and religious 
heritage, between believers and non-believers, between different 
denominations and philosophies, between young people and the 
elderly… 

• Stimulating engagement in visitors of various philosophical and 
cultural backgrounds 

• Museum as an open meeting place and for reflection and 
dialogue 

• Situated on the historical site of Park Abbey in Leuven (Belgium) 

• Opened in 2017 on October 25th  with opening exhibition 
‘(Un)wordly. Images of seclusion and liberation’ 

 



 ‘(Un)wordly. Images of seclusion and liberation’ 

• What inspires someone to retreat into a monastic community and to 
live according to strict order rules? 

• Meaning of seclusion in religious life 

• Search for spiritual liberation 

• Existential questions 

→meaning of silence and contemplation in today’s society 

→ beyond religion, other worldviews 

→’dialogues of silences’  



‘(Un)wordly. Images of seclusion and liberation’ 



Dialogues of silence 

• Inter philosophical dialogue group ‘GrenzenBewegenLeuven’: Baha’i, 
Christian, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, Secular Humanism… 

• ‘Silence’ as a commoun ground for dialogue 

• Living a moment of silence together : connection, togetherness 

• 30’ of guided silence after visiting exhibition 

• Nature elements 

• Guidance by a member of GrenzenBewegen 

 



Dialogues of silence 



Museum and safeguarding measures 

• Widening participation: museum visitors, volunteers… 

• Educational program: involving youngsters 

• Improving communication 

• Self-reflection 

• Transmission of skills 



Challenges and win-wins 

Challenges Win-wins 
• Requirements of conservation vs. aspirations of 
religious and philosophical groups 
• Internal discussions in the museum 
• Role of museum ? 
• Dedication of museum staff is required 
 

 
 
 
 
 

•ICH increases societal relevance of the museum 
•Participants reflect upon their own lives starting from 
the objects in the exhibition: the objects become 
‘living heritage’ 
•Communities feel the museum as their home: 
‘ambassador’ 
•‘Dialogues of silences’ in the museum encourages the 
community to reflect about the tradition 
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