
REFERENCE FRAMEWORK, 
KEY TEXTS AND NETWORKS 
IN THE 21ST CENTURY

MUSEUMS
INTANGIBLE 
CULTURAL 
HERITAGE

>

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL  
OF MUSEUMS (ICOM)

Museum definition

2004 Seoul Resolution

Resolution on museums and 
intangible cultural heritage

Code of Ethics 
for Museums

Object ID

UNESCO 

2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage

Basics of  
the 2003 

Convention
Ethical  

Principles 

Basic Texts Operational  
Directives

Overall Results 
Framework 

ICH
NGO Forum

Global network  
of facilitators & 
Global capacity- 
building  
programme

The Treaty on European Union states that the Union shall  
‘ensure that Europe's cultural heritage is safeguarded and enhanced’.EUROPE 

...

Focus on heritage & participatory governance, integrated 
approach, and cultural diversity in a social Europe

2005

Convention on the 
Value of Cultural 
Heritage for Society 
(Faro Convention)
Council of Europe

1972

Convention Concerning  
the Protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage 
(World Heritage Convention)

2015 

Recommendation 
concerning the Protection 
and Promotion of  
Museums and Collections, 
their Diversity, and their 
Role in Society

2014

The Council of the European Union cites 
‘cultural heritage as a strategic resource 
for a sustainable Europe’
Tangible and intangible (and digital) cultural 
heritage are side by side in a vision on heritage 
as a strategic resource for a sustainable Europe

2019 

Resolution – Safeguarding and enhancing 
intangible cultural heritage in Europe
Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly 

Network  
of European
Museum 
OrganisationsNEMO

SUSTAINABLE   DEVELOPMENT GOALS  
 UN Agenda 2030 > 17 goals to transform our world
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